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https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/564x/79/5e/d1/795ed1bca179e90d2c98cbe4dce4a133.jpg


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKkhxJiMQiQ


Additional but important learning

 “NASA is engaged in very active research. It has as its goal 
to explore space. But to do so, you’ve got to do all kinds of 
research – biological research, physical research and so on. 
So it’s really a very, very intensive research organization. And 
anytime you have any type of intensive research organization 
or activity going on, new knowledge is going to flow from it. ”

Dr. Michael DeBakey

https://spinoff.nasa.gov/Spinoff2008/tech_benefits.html
https://spinoff.nasa.gov/Spinoff2008/tech_benefits.html


Me - Variety of Experiences 
Studied at UNC Charlotte, Student exchange to Kingston Polytechnic London, 
England the year they instituted a national curriculum

Tutored at  Sylvan Learning Center - skills based instruction 

Twentieth Year teaching in NC (Charlotte Meck, Union County) Various 
demographic groups

Three boys, married - important to my development too

Coached an Odyssey of the Mind Team that won first place at World Finals, 
competing against 60 other teams from around the world, 2nd place went to 
Shanghai, China

Gifted Ed Cert from Wingate



https://www.maetoday.org/images/cartoon/napkin-bryant-reeves.jpg


My Teaching Situation - Poll the Audience

Gifted Education Teacher - Resource Room setting

I teach 4th math, 4th reading, 5th math, 5th reading

I am the teacher of record for these subjects.  The students do not do the work of 
the regular classroom teacher for those subject.  My schedule drives the upper 
grades schedule.  When I teach 4th grade reading, all 4th grade teachers are 
teaching reading.

Implications:  I must grow learners who are already above grade level in four 
tested sections…. more than any other teacher in the school.



EVASS Scores as Evidence

Principals and upper administration want our students  to show growth as 
evidenced by the End of Grade or End of Course tests.

So.. we must help students master the Common Core Standards

However, if we design our curriculum correctly, we should easily be able to do this 
without limits to learning (specifically those imposed by multiple choice activities).



Notes about Curriculum and Standards

We do not TEACH standards….. we teach students.

We do not teach a curriculum… we use resources (hopefully many) to help 
students master the standards… and so much more than the standards.

Our curriculum may be slightly different for 

individual students though we want them 

to master the same standards and may even 

use some of the same resources.

https://gadflyonthewallblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/img_0975.jpg


My Standard Resources:

1. Michael Clay Thompson’s Language Arts Programs (grammar, vocabulary, 
reading trilogies, writing resources)

2. William and Mary Language Arts Units for High Ability Learners (Patterns of 
Change and Literary Reflections

3. Jacob’s Ladder Language Reading Comprehension Levels 1, 2, and 3
4. Jr. Great Books

Singapore Mathematics Program



Teacher must be complete expert (on the content), 
but experience it all with the students as if it is their 
first encounter.

Our work in done in the hours long before the actual 
contact with the student.

We must design lessons that allow the students to 
explore, discover, equate, master, and create...while 
we guide… but never tell!  



http://i.imgur.com/QWGrU.jpg?fb


Upper levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy

http://www.glnd.k12.va.us/technology/newsletters/January_25_files/Revised%20Blooms%20Taxonomy.png


Begin with the end in mind….

a.  When we return from the field trip to Barrier Island Environmental Education 
Center, you will create an animal that is adapted to life in one or more of the 
ecosystems of a barrier island habitat.

b. After studying the planets in depth (including the physical makeup, distance 
from the sun, temperatures, rotation, revolution, etc) you will create a new 
planet and place it in our solar system.

c. Following a study of the causes of the Revolutionary War, you will draft your 
own Declaration of Independence, from some institution that you deem unfair.



Lasio-ovat-aca-don Recently Found

http://i305.photobucket.com/albums/nn214/matchingmole/fall%202010/maritime.jpg
http://i305.photobucket.com/albums/nn214/matchingmole/fall%202010/maritime.jpg


These lessons are easy to think about with real 
content such as science and social studies,
   but how do we accomplish this with the Common 
Core Mathematics and reading standards?

This is important!  It is the bulk of what students are expected to do, but as gifted 
education teachers it is our responsibility to have students working in the upper 
levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

The standards aim for college and career readiness, but we should aim for 
entrepreneurship and innovation…..



Fallen victim ….
With the introduction of the Common Core Standards and the emphasis placed on 
EVASS, I fell victim to the desire to be “in the blue.”

I gathered multiple choice materials to check for understanding.

Thinking limits of that:  remembering, understanding,  applying, analyzing. 

Evaluating was only evident in this way…

 how is the writer of this question trying to trick

 me?

Creating was non-existent.

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/71/fd/71/71fd71c75a5e5db0a8b99f72ad3177ba.jpg


I was going to make a group of great test takers, but not a group of thinkers or 
creators, innovators, or risk-takers

If the purpose of the Common Core Standards is College and Career Readiness, 
then I needed to get out out the test taking version of if it… my students can 
already do that… but to show growth I needed to take them beyond the standards 
at the understand and analyze levels of thought.

https://thepensivesloth.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/coloring-on-standardized-test-meme-ecard.jpg
https://commoncorecriticisms.wikispaces.com/file/view/10583185_10203985932224382_1780466541_n.jpg/520201686/394x414/10583185_10203985932224382_1780466541_n.jpg


http://languagetesting.info/humour/cartoons/TestToday.jpg


We want to create a drive in

students, not create learned 

helplessness.

Empower your learners.

Let them try and fail, and try again.

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HYitbyP6YDU/VnDB5P47mbI/AAAAAAAA8j4/rO0wdWisqwg/s1600/12346364_976854749052996_233867797878373787_n.jpg


https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/564x/52/b1/05/52b10571f5519760c907e789b3fc6c15.jpg


The following curricular units are my response to this 
need.  
Plan like NASA… a goal in mind...but many 
opportunities
for additional learning..

http://laurentipton.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/043000032275-1.jpg


Make a Word

First week of 4th grade - Using my resources (MCT grammar, vocabulary, poetics)

Weekly, monthly, yearly progress

End of 5th Grade - https://docs.google.
com/document/d/1sIgRRSuXjc3bdallwFb7Cuia_uGdiX3cY_7GyY7QlOk/edit

(see… Standards are there, I’m still using my curricular resources, but I am 
creating a curriculum that causes students to work in the upper levels of Bloom's 
taxonomy)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sIgRRSuXjc3bdallwFb7Cuia_uGdiX3cY_7GyY7QlOk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sIgRRSuXjc3bdallwFb7Cuia_uGdiX3cY_7GyY7QlOk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sIgRRSuXjc3bdallwFb7Cuia_uGdiX3cY_7GyY7QlOk/edit


Sample of Dictionary Entries

Sam’s Word - Paks

Natalie’s Word - Lought

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hh7TkIQNiD6xIBTsCN82OgUflHaeRB5w_rvJhBySPXs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hh7TkIQNiD6xIBTsCN82OgUflHaeRB5w_rvJhBySPXs/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k-jAiTi26gFwnSdgSy9xxw1kneJhoEE2B87I8mwT_bM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k-jAiTi26gFwnSdgSy9xxw1kneJhoEE2B87I8mwT_bM/edit


How To Do This With The Emphasis on Close Reading

Start with the end in mind…. standards, social objectives, technology resources, 
skills, process skills

What do I want the students to be able to do?  What can they create?  

How will I know if they can?

Enlist their help.



Alice In Wonderland

The Assignement

The Standards

The Breakdown - skills, gradual release, 

The Rubric

The Additional Learning

How it was like the Moon Initiative

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6qE1ziT2p1v_wR4SiPbxfq94m1wHnnZMZp30DrKfPQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u6qE1ziT2p1v_wR4SiPbxfq94m1wHnnZMZp30DrKfPQ/edit


Alice -
 The 
Assignment

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MTkwNjUxNTkw


The Standards
Key Ideas and Details:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 

text (e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions).

Craft and Structure:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those that allude to 

significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of 

poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing 

or speaking about a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.6Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference 

between first- and third-person narrations.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/6/


The Standards Continued

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, 

identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.8 (RL.4.8 not applicable to literature)

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.9 Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and 

patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, in the 

grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/10/


Analysis





Consult with experts

RL 7



Individual Assignment

Daniel’s Chapter

Kristen’s Chapter

Emma and Aubrey’s Chapter



Gift of the Magi

Assignment

Close read and analysis… jigsaw

The Rubric

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3-zfgc7kFsmnHmg3OPojD_pMXthmCWfJhBcTIDHnBM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i3-zfgc7kFsmnHmg3OPojD_pMXthmCWfJhBcTIDHnBM/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BFYt7-SlAcl8NqTcDz7JcxcA_0L7mXRkwAGMLOpYKHs/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BFYt7-SlAcl8NqTcDz7JcxcA_0L7mXRkwAGMLOpYKHs/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SFR1m47k-PcdFLAl7tCkq8u_CicRtez37vKF0Q_49aQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SFR1m47k-PcdFLAl7tCkq8u_CicRtez37vKF0Q_49aQ/edit


The Gettysburg Address

Google Classroom -  Progression of Assignment

Create your own propaganda - Commercial

Evaluate Superbowl, children’s toy, election ads

Learn advertising lingo and political spin

Create Rubric

Use Wevideo to create a commercial for the 

object you have been assigned.

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MTkwNDA1MTg4
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MTkwNDA1MTg4
https://drive.google.com/drive/shared-with-me
https://drive.google.com/drive/shared-with-me
https://drive.google.com/drive/shared-with-me
https://drive.google.com/drive/shared-with-me
https://drive.google.com/drive/shared-with-me


Literature is a great platform for helping children 
notice external influences.  They must learn to think 
for 
themselves. 

http://d.justpo.st/media/images/2015/08/23/everything-we-hear-is-an-opinion-not-a-fact-everything-we-see-is-a-perspective-not-the-truth-four-no-three-1440381067.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/99/4f/c8/994fc849ff138f5980602822b6f5a8c8.jpg


Chose carefully, choose classics, choose important 
works.  

http://uploads.neatorama.com/images/posts/750/59/59750/1365422448-0.jpg


Charles and Other Essays

Creating an argument and Evaluating evidence… The MLA Essay

I teach MLA format.

4-5 formal Essays each year.  No better way to encourage the “close read.”

What is the theme of Call it Courage?

Prove that Shirley Jackson provides enough evidence to prove theidentity of 
Charles in her short story of the same name.

After reading The Secret Garden and the articles about roses, who is the symbolic 
rose of Misselthwaite Manor.  



What about Math?

Area and Perimeter - The Apartment Problem

http://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/lowres/355/35534449_low.jpg
http://media.ifunny.com/results/2014/09/19/lykjm9454c.jpg


Teach Students to 
Simplify Fractions

Madison’s Project

Mr. Bradley from Microsoft came help Kristen

create her project using code.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zGMa9cVlf92vasW0SikRWV0GOfTkTIlXODseR4EhwFw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zGMa9cVlf92vasW0SikRWV0GOfTkTIlXODseR4EhwFw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zGMa9cVlf92vasW0SikRWV0GOfTkTIlXODseR4EhwFw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zGMa9cVlf92vasW0SikRWV0GOfTkTIlXODseR4EhwFw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zGMa9cVlf92vasW0SikRWV0GOfTkTIlXODseR4EhwFw/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dP2R4LEHrIMvCTAXhxfgnJghVQ3UPOFY_612PMD_bGk/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dP2R4LEHrIMvCTAXhxfgnJghVQ3UPOFY_612PMD_bGk/edit#slide=id.p


Game for Measuring Angles

Sample Project

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RZej92OhQonfabKz8GBBZmToRYCYyU3321ciqmgItJI/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RZej92OhQonfabKz8GBBZmToRYCYyU3321ciqmgItJI/edit#slide=id.p
http://funny-lover.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Are-you-cold..-Come-sit-in-the-corner...-its-90-degrees.jpg


Tower Building Competition



M & M Math

Original Assignment

Scratch.mit.edu version

Cassie’s Project

Ryleigh’s Project

https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/58197638/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/58197638/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/59636226/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/59636226/


Create your own Hierarchy for Triangles



Your Turn...

Caution:  All creations are not created equally.  Writing a cinquain about the 
Declaration of Independence is not creating what you want it to.

What do you want students to learn?  How will you know if they have?

What resources do you have?  What resources do you need?

What standards (language, too) will you address? What social skills?

What can students create?  What can they evaluate?

How can they be involved in the learning process (create rubric, research, jigsaw 
method)? 

http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/caution-sign-20777048.jpg


These are UNITS, not lessons

They take time and intentional, intensive  planning.

Use many resources and lessons designs.

Celebrate the culmination .

Use multiple choice assessments to check for understanding along the way, but 
not as the end goal.  

I did for the Gettysburg address (paraphrase of each line), each math concept, 
many of the reading selections.  



Make them think about answers and tests in different 
ways.

http://img.ifcdn.com/images/a365ce91a60dc89e6e4149c04ed692d6e7338ab08fc76bc07c3b4b56dadd1a1d_1.jpg


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5yg0u1MkDI


They need to know that we are smart too.

http://2static.fjcdn.com/pictures/I+am+very+smart_c04cde_5748632.jpg


Tools
Google Classroom and Google Docs

Scratch.mit.edu (+ hour of code lessons)

https://www.wevideo.com/

https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://hourofcode.com/us
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://www.wevideo.com/
https://www.wevideo.com/
http://www.nedmartin.org/v3/amused/_img/how-to-tell-alligators-and-crocodiles-apart.jpg


A few other things I believe...

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CFpsZXhWMAEwAJd.png
http://image.slidesharecdn.com/sirkenquotes-131210211712-phpapp01-140117221506-phpapp01/95/quotes-from-sir-ken-robinson-11-638.jpg?cb=1389997000
http://mcnarywrites.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/6/1/21612934/2197744.png?1455682914
http://www.fueldabook.com/fuelisms/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/25.jpg

